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BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr. Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Battle  Rural  District  Council  2- 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  sixth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Battle  Rural  District. 

By  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  it  is  greatly 
shortened.  That  it  appears  so  late  is  chiefly  due  to  the 
Registrar  General's  statistics  being  delayed. 

The  year  was  begun  under  the  shadow  of  approaching  war. 
Preparation  for  war  displaced  increasingly  ordinary  Public  Health 
Work.  Nevertheless  the  most  essential  activities  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  continued. 

For  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  this  was  made  possible  by 
the  generous  action  of  Colonel  J.E.H. Sawyer  in  undertaking  the 
office  of  Hon. First  Aid  Commandant  and  also  of  Hon. Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Chief  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Injector  became  almost 
entirely  engaged  in  A.R.P.  work  especial^-  with  the  Fire 
Brigade. 

Two  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr.W.Ramsden  and  Mr.W, T.Dunf ord 
were  called  up  on  September  4th. 

Apart  from  war  the  most  important  public  health  measure  under 
discussion  was  free  immunization  ag.adns.fc  diphtheria  *" for 
elementary  nnhool^hildreYn  ’ ~0n  January  5th  a motion  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  to  provide  free  immunization  was  before 
Council.  The  Finance  Committee  had  recommended  against  the 
measure  and  it  was  lost. 

In  view  of  the  risk  from  10,000  expected  London  children  the 
matter  was  brought  up  again  and  on  Jube  1st  the  Council  agreed  to 
suspend  the  standing  order  forbidding  the  reintroduction  of  a 
measure  before  six  months  have  elapsed. 

Parents  were  written  to  and  1782  consents  were  received. 

On  October  2ord  the  Public  Health  Committee  unanimously  resolved 
that  immunization  should  be  offered  to  children  who  would 
normally  attend  public  elementary  schools  and  to  those  at 
County  Secondary  Schools.  The  estimated  cost  was  about  £1000. 

On  November  2nd  the  Council  decided  to  wait  till  the  next  year's 
estimates  were  made. 

In  1940  the  measure  was  passed  thanks  to  the  generous  offers 
of  two  retired  medical  men  but  the  war  has  prevented  its  becoming 
effective . 

Unemployment  increased  especially  in  the  building  trade  and 
in  the  Gypsum  Mine. 

All  the  employees  at  the  Battle  Waterworks  underwent  the 
Widal  test  to  make  sure  none  was  a carrier  of  typhoid  and  all 
passed. 


In  March  the  plans  for  the  reception  of  London  children  took 
shape.  The  District  was  to  bo  prepared  to  receive  10,000 
children,  parents  and  helpers. 

By  May  15-th  Evacuation  .preparations  had  displaced  all  other 
work  but  the  most  essential. 


Sick  quarters  had  to  bo  found  in  nearly  every  parish  and 
arrangements  made  for  dealing  with  infectious  disease.  The  Council 
is  indebted  to  the  Council  of  Hailsham  Rural  District  for  allowing 
their  hospital  Pinehurst  to  be  used. 

For  ordinary  cases  Merivale,  a large  house'  formerly  a girls 
school,  in  Ore  parish  was  taken  and  equipped  after  long  drawn  out 
negotiations.  It  was  never  used  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  was 
put  on  a care  and  maintenance  basis. 

The  immigration  began  on  September  1st.  Medical  men  of  the 
District  helped  generously. 

Actually  only  5,500  Londoners  came.  By  the  end  of  November 
the  number  had  shrunk  to  3,000. 

Misfits  in  billets  gave  much  work  to  more  than  one  Department. 

I am  gratefully  able  to  state  that  increased  work  and  reduced 
numbers  were  not  allowed  to  prevent  the  smooth  working  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  that,  help  from  other  Departments  was  always 
given  freely  and  cheerfully  though  my  inquiries  often  interrupted 
the  work  of  very  busy  people. 


I am,  Mr. Chairman,  Miss  Courthope  and 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALAN  MOORE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


STATISTICS  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  in  acres  117,059. 
Population  in  1939  28,080. 
No.  of  inhabitated  houses,  estimated  9,705. 
No,  of  rateable  premises  10,926. 
Rateable  Value  £191,931. 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £750. 


Males  Females 

Live  Births; 

Legitmate 

173 

164 

Illegitmate 

9 

7 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of  Resident 

Population 

12.21 

Birth  Ra.te  per 

1,000  for  England 

& Wales 

15.00 

Stillbirths : 

Legitmate 

8 

8 

Illegitmate 

1 

Stillbirth  rate 

: per  1,000  total  births,  live 

& still 

45.94. 

Deaths 

180 

178 

Total 

337 

16 


16 

1 


358 


Non-civilian  deaths  registered  after  September  3rd  are 
not  included. 

Nett  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population  11.39 

Corrected  death  rate  9.03 

The  corrected  death  rate  is  the  nett  death  rate  multiplied 
by  an  Areal  Comparability  Factor  .76. 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  12.1 


Maternal  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

Other  Puerperal  causes  0 

Maternity  death  rate  for  England  & Wales,  per  1,000 
total  births  live  and  still  from 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .77 

Other  Puerperal  causes  2.16 

Total  2,93 

Infant  Mortality. 

one 

Deaths  of  Infants  under/ year  of  age; 

Males  Females 


Legitmate  7 6 

Illegitmate  1 1 

Infant  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  41.43 

England  and  Wales  50.00 


4 


Death  pate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  measles,  all  ages 

Death  rate  for  measles  per  1,000  of  population  for 
England  and  Wales 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough,  all  ages  Males 

1 

Death  rate  for  whooping  cough  per  1,000  of  estimated 
population 


37.57 

125 

0 


,01 

Female 

0 

.03 


Death  rate  for  whooping  cough,  England  and  i/ales  .03 


Deaths  from  diarrhoea,  under  2 years  of  age 


0 


Death  rate  for  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  England  and 

Wales,  per  1,000  live  births  4.6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  Males  Females 

22  21 

Death  rate  for  Cancer  per  1,000  of  estimatodpopulation  1.42 

Cancer  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  not  available. 

1,66  in  1938, 


Deaths  from  Cancer  including  Sarcoma 

All  deaths  are  included  for  which  any  form  of  cancer  or 
sarcoma  was  mentioned  in  the  death  certificate.  Fuller  information 
received  after  certification  sometimes  causes  a slight  discrepancy 
between  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  and  those  of  the  death 
register.  Two  cases  of  Cerebral  tumour  we re  certified.  Counting 
these  as  malignant  gives  20  male  cancer  deaths  and  21  female  in  our 
register . 


Ages 


Males  Females 


35  - 44 
45  - 54 
55  - 64 
65  - 74 
75  & over 


1 

1 

9 

3 

6 


C 

5 

3 

10 

3 


Deaths  from  Cancer s seat  of  disease: 

Males 

Alimentary  canal  including  oesophagus  but  not 


pharynx  9 
Breast  0 
Lungs  0 
Other  11 


Females 

6 

3 

0 

12 


IMMUNIZATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

Immunizing  material  (A.P.T.  & T.A.F. ) and  Schick  testiig 
material  is  supplied  free  to  medical  practitioners  who  apply  for 
it  for  suitable  cases.  Material  for  only  6 or  7 children  was  so 
supplied  in  1959, 
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G-ENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  WORK . 

Prom  the  beginning  of  the  year  work  connected  with  A.R.P. 
lessened  the  time  available  for  the  ordinary  inspections  and 
inquiries  into  sanitary  conditions.  Nevertheless  a great  deal 
was  done  and  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  nothing  seriously 
affecting  public  health  was  overlooked  or  neglected. 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  reports  as  follows; 
Nuisances  detected  117 

Nuisances  abated  91 

Robortsbridge  Drainage  Scheme 

No.  of  house  drains  connected  to  sewer  46 


No.  of  new  W.C.’s  provided  19 

No.  of  W.C.’s  reconstructed  17 

Housing  Act  1956 


No.  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  39 

No.  of  houses  repaired  37 

No.  of  houses  reconstructed  (Section  It.)  7 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  (Section  11)  5 

No.  of  houses  demolished  (Section.  13)  32 

hi lk  and  Dairies  Orders 

No.  of  visits  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  249 

No.  of  new  cowsheds  provided  3 

No.  of  cowsheds  reconstructed  7 

No.  of  cowsheds  repaired  17 

No.  of  cowsheds  registered  16 

! 

Three  kinds  of  milk  tests  were  used; 


1.  The  sediment  or  dirt  test.  This  is  made  at  the  farm 
and  the  producer  secs  by  the  degree  of  speckling  of  a 
cardboard  disc  the  degree  of  cleanliness  of  his  milk. 

2.  The  methylene  blue  test,  a chemical  tost  shewing  the 
keeping  quality  of  the  milk  according  to  its  bacterial 


3. 

No.  of 
No  • of 
No . of 
No.  of 


content. 

Direct  bacteriological  examination, 
samples  taken  (sediment  test) 
samples  taken  (Methylene  Blue  Tost) 
samples  passed  ditto 

samples  failed 


67’ 

54 

46 


ditto 
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No,  of  samples  taken  for  special  bacteriological  examination  48 

These  were  in  connection  with  an  outbreak  of  dysentery 
at  a Scouts’  Can p rear  Robcrt3bridge . Several  cows  and  their 
water  supply  were  found  to  be  infected  with  Flcxner  X Bacillus, 

Water  Supply, 

No.  of  new  connections  to  water  mains  66 

No,  of  new  connections  to  water  mains  (Catsfield)  72 

Hop-pickers’  Lodgings 

No.  of  visits  to  premises  45 

Meat  Inspection 

Unsound  meat  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  4299  lbs. 

Report  of  Moveable  Dwellings 

No,  of  recorded  visits  during  the  season,  excluding  Camber  1155 

No,  of  recorded  visits  during  the  season  at  Camber  620 

Total  No,  of  recorded  visits  1775 

No.  of  closets  concreted  35 

No,  of  water  tanks  installed  41 

No.  of  sheds  removed  8 

No.  of  sheds  reduced  in  size  6 

No,  of  Moveable  Dwellings  removed  from  sites  42 

No.  of  Moveable  Dwellings  removed  to  licensed  areas  13 

No.  of  Moveable  Dwellings  demolished  24 

No.  of  Verbal  Notices  given  63 

No.  of  Verbal  Notices  complied  with  40 

No,  of  Application  forms  for  licences  handed  out  70 

No.  of  Licence  plates  fixed  - general  21 

No.  of  Licence  plates  fixed  - personal  30 

No.  of  Licence  plates  removed  through  structures  being 

demolished  1 

No,  of  Licences  determined  and  plates  removed  0 

No.  of  Breaches  of  conditions  observed  47 

No.  of  persons  prosecuted  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 

Health  Act  1936  3 

No.  of  moveable  dwellings  on  licensed  3ites  233 

No.  of  moveable  dwellings  in  coastal  district  including 

Camber  on  1st  September  1939  347 
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NEW  DWELLINGS  1929 


Parish 

Dwellings  built 
during  1959. 

Dwellings  not 
exceeding  £19 
R ate  ab 1 6 V a luc . 

Dwellings  in  cours< 
of  erection 

' 31.12.39. 

Ashburnham 

- 

- 

Battle 

12 

7 

1 

Beckley 

8 

5 

2 

Bodiam 

- 

— 

•" 

Brede 

5 

4 

5 

Bright ling 

• -■ 

*“ 

- 

Broomhill 

5 

2 

2 

Bu.rw.ash 

2 

. 1 

- 

Catsf icld 

2 

- 

- 

Crowhurs't  . . , 

3 

1 

1 

Dallington 

- 

- 

1 

East  Guldeford 

- 

•m 

mm 

Etchingham 

2 

1 

mm 

Ewhur s t 

1 

1 

1 

Fairlight 

19 

7 

7 

Guestling 

9 

5 

2 

I ckles ham 

11 

10 

2 

Idon 

2 

2 

- 

Mount field 

- 

- 

- 

Nor  th.  i am 

3 

2 

4 

Ore 

1 

- 

mm 

Peasmarsh 

1 . ' 

- 

4 

Penhurst 

- 

- 

mm 

Pett 

4 

4 

2 

Pla3^clen 

4 ■ 

ry 

vw 

1 

Rye  Foreign 

1 • 

mm 

- 

Sale  hurst 

7 

4 

- 

Sedles combe 

St. Thomas  the  Apo 

3 

stle 

2 . 

" 

Wine hel sea 

2 

2 

- 

Ticehur s t 

3 

2 

- 

Udimore 

- 

- 

- 

Westfield 

.8 

. ; 2 

2 

Whatlington 

2 

2 

mm 

Totals 

120 

• 

69 

37 

Dwellings  built  in  1939  by  private  enterprise  120. 

Dwellings  not  exceeding  £19  Rateable  Value  69. 

0 

Dwellings  in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December 

1939  37. 

Fairlight  Parish  had  the  highest  figures  for  houses  built  and 
in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December  1939;  Icklesham  Parish  the 
highest  figures  for  houses  of  a rateable  value  not  exceeding  £19, 

The  Battle  Rural  District  Council  built  no  houses  in  1939  nor 
were  any  in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December  1939. 

No  dwellings  were  erected  nor  at  31st  December  1939  were  in 
course  of  erection  in  the  parishes  of  Ashburnham,3odiam,  Brightling, 
East  Guldcfordj  liountf ield,  Penhurst  and  Udimore. 
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SCHOOLS 


Officer  of  Health  for  the  reasons  and  during  the  times  stated 

School 

Closed  on  account  of; 

From 

To 

Brightling 

Heavy  Colds 

1.2.39 

7.2.39 

Staplecross 

Influenza  and  Whooping  Cough 

10.2,39 

10.3,39 

Sedlescombo 

Whooping  Cough 

16.2.39 

3.3.39 

Westfield 

Who oping  Cough  and  Influonza 

20.2,39 

3.3.39 

Rye  Harbour 

Influenza 

28.2.39 

6.3.39 

Playdcn 

ditto 

1.3.39 

7.3.39 

Hurst  Green 

ditto 

2.3.39 

10,3,39 

Etchingham 

ditto 

3.3.39 

10.3.39 

Winchelsea 

ditto 

6.3,39 

10.3.39 

Peasmarsh 

Whooping  Cough 

15.6.39 

23.6.39 

Improvements  to  Schools  during  1 939 


School 

Westfield. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Reconditioning  of  offices  and  drainage  of  school 
and  house;  installation  of  electricity. 

New  boiler;  new  water  service  to  playground. 


Provision  of  bathroom  and  installation  of  Calor 
gas  heating  and  lighting  to  Teacher’s  house. 


Ashburnham 

Non-provided  School  Playgrounds 


The  Education  Committee  has  assisted  Managers  at  Northiam 
School, 


Mr.Dunford  was  making  a systematic  inspection  of  school 
premises  and  paid  sixteen  visits  nearly  all  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year.  Eight  wore  for  general  inspections  and  eight  for 
special  purposes. 


PORT  OF  RYE 

In  1939  the  following  vessels  entered  direct  from  foreign 
ports : - 

On  May  19th  from  Norrkoping,  in  timber,  the  We a M.V. Dutch, 
Reg.  tonnage  108.  No. of  crew  5. 

On  June  12th  from  Boulogne,  the  Sparkling  Foam,  British  M.Y. 
registered  as  a fishing  vessel,  Reg.  tonnage  4,  persons  on  board 

4. 


On  June  20th,  light,  from  Havre  to  load  beach  for  Leith,  the 
Gees,  M.V. Dutch.  Reg.  tonnage  119,  No.  of  crew  6, 
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On  August  8th  from  Memcl,  in  timber,  the  We  a.  No.  of  crew  9. 

On  December  20th  from  Boulogne  with  clay  for  London,  the 
Glenway,  M. V. British,  Reg,  tonnage  72,  ho.  of  crew  3,  Driven  into 
Rye  by  stress  of  weather. 

No  illness  was  notified. 


MILK 

There  are  about  448  milk  producers  in  the  District.  Of  these 
2 are  licensed  to  produce  and  bottle  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  7 
are  licensed  to  produce  and  38  to  produce  and  bottle  Accredited 
Milk. 


Owing  to  the  many  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  taken  in  1938 
a special  report  was  presented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  on 
January  16th. 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS 

Officer  in  Charge;  Colonel  W.E.Humc-Spry,  D.S.O. 

First  Aid  Commandant:  Colonel  J.E.H. Sawyer,  M.D, ,M.R.C.P . 

The  following  means  were  provided  for  dealing  with  casualties :~ 

1.  Two  mobile  first-aid  posts,  ono  at  Battle  in  medical  charge 
of  Dr .Wood*  and  one  at  Robertsbridgo  in  medical  charge  of 
Dr. Maxwell.  The  vehicles  are  well  equipped  for  dealing  with 
any  casualty  temporarily.  Each  has  two  doctors,  a trained 
nurse  and  6 auxiliaries. 

2.  Four  first-aid  party  combinations  each  at  Battle,  Etchingham, 
Guest ling  and  Northiam.  Each  combination  consists  of  2 
first-aid  parties,  3 ambulances  and  2 cars  for  sitting  cases. 

The  members  of  the  first-aid  parties  do  not  necessarily  belong 
to  the  places  on  which  the  combinations  aro  based.  Each  first-aid 
party  consists  of  4 men  besides  the  driver  carried  in  a car, 
fully  equipped  with  reserves  of  material.  Stretchers  are  carriod 
in  the  ambulances  and  by  the  parties. 

3.  First-aid  points.  These  are  in  every  village  and  are. small 
supplies  of  first-aid  necessities.  Besides  the  official 
points  many  have  been  privately  set  up. 

4.  Air  raid  'wardens  carry  a little  first-aid  equipment. 

On  April  19th  a familiar  sound  was  heard  for  the  first  time 
when  the  Battle  siren  was  tried-. 

On  July  8th  a blackout  and  air  raid  were  practised  with  a 
home  made  bomb  on  Battle  Green.  The  Battle  Mobile  First-Aid 
Post  turned  out. 

No  bombs  fell  in  1939. 


* Has  since  resigned.  The  post  is  now  in  charge  of  Dr. Davidson. 
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ILLNESS 

As  far  as  notifiable  disease  goes  1939  was  a healthy  year 
except  that  23  more  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  than  in 
1938. 


Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  notified  in  1939: 


Disease  Cases 

notified 

Cases  admitted 

Deaths 

to  Hospital. 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

65 

45 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

including  paratyphoid 

2 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

(8  were 

13  None  known 

influenzal ) 

0 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

3 

0 

0 

Anterior  poliomyelitis 

4 

2 

0 

Cerebro  spinal  meningitis  1 

1 

0 

Bacillary  dysentery 

8 

8 

0 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

0 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  wore  made  notifiable  by 
order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  23rd  October 

1939. 

Measles 

4 

1 (a  soldier) 

0 

Who oping  Cough 

3 

0 

0 

Only  deaths  of  patients  whose  illness  would  normally  be 
notified  in  the  District  are  recorded.  Outward  transfers  are 
included  unless  the  patient  is  known  to  have  begun  his  illness 
outside  the  District  and  was  presumably  notified  to  another 
authority. 

Inward  transfers  are  not  included  unless  the  patient  id 
known  to  have  begun  his  illness  in  the  District. 
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SCARLET  FE7I 

iiR  IN  1939 

Incidence  ir 

i parishes  for  oach  month; 

Month 

Parish  and  Number  in  each. 

J anuary 

I ckle sham  5, 

February 

Bockley  2,  Fairlight  1,  Wincholsea  1. 

March 

Beckley  1,  Bodiam  1,  Etchingham  1. 

April 

Crowhurst  1,  Guest ling  1,  Wincholsea  5, 

May 

Aohburnham  1,  .or o omh „ 1 1 4,  Ewhurst  1,  Fairlight  1 
I ckle sham  1,  Salehurst  1.  9 

Juno 

Beckley  1,  Tcklesham  1. 

July 

Crowhurst  1,  Icklesham  1,  Udimore  4. 

Augus t 

Beckley  1,  East  Guldeford  1. 

September 

Beckley  1,  Ewhurst  2 (Hoppickers ) , Ticehurst  3, 
Udimore  4 (Evacuees),  Westfield  1. 

October 

Udimore  1,  What ling ton  1. 

November 

.oGcaley  1,  Bur  wash  2,  Sedlescombe  4 (1  an  evacuee). 

December 

our wash  1,  Catsfield  1,  Icklesham  1,  Sedlescombe  3. 
Ticehurst  1,  Whatlington  2. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Action  under  Section  62  of  pho  Public  Health  Act  1926;  none 
required.  * 


Action  under  trie  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Regulations  1925;  none  required. 


Tuberculosis ) 


Gases  on  Register,  December  31st  1939; 


Males 

Pulmonary 

Females 

To  tal 

Non-pulmonary 
Males  Females 

Total 

56 

42 

98 

18  27 

45 

Cases  notified  for  the  first  time. 


The  cases  of  patients  new  to  the  District  whose  disease  was 
known  oeiore  they  entered  it  are  not  included  even  though  notified 
on  Form  A m the  District. 


'Respiratory  Non- Respiratory 
Age  Groups  Halo  Female  Male  Female 
Under  1 

1-4  o 


5-14 


1 


1 
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Respire 

.tory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Age 

Groups 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

15 

- 24 

25 

- 34 

1 

1 

1 

35 

- 44 

4 

1 

45 

- 54 

1 

1 

55 

- 64 

2 

2 

8 

5 

3 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 


That  is  to  say  deaths  of  people  v/ho  lived  in  the  District  and 
died  there  and  deaths  of  people  v/ho  belonged  to  the  District 
but  died  outside  it  in  hospital  or  elsewhere.  Deaths  of  people 
v/ho  died  in  the  District  but  lived  outside  it  are  not  included. 


Respiratory 

Non-Res pi ratory 

Age  Groups 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

25  - 34 

2 1 

35  - 44 

2 

1 

45  - 54 

1 2 

Two  of  the  deaths  were  of  unnotified  patients. 


THE  END, 


Ref:  EO/A.R./KG.  13.11.40 


J 


■) 


